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	Education Newsletter - Easter 2011

	Royal Society Education News
The Society has been involved with the recent consultation into the National Curriculum Review. The Society submitted a response on the place of ICT and Computing in the curriculum, and also contributed to SCORE's submission on science in the curriculum. The Society also supports the submission by ACME on the place of mathematics in the curriculum. 
Royal Society News

ACME is looking for 2 new members 
The Advisory Committee on Mathematics Education is currently seeking 2 new members. We welcome applications from across the full range of interests, but for one of the vacancies we are particularly seeking someone with experience of teaching and research within a higher education mathematics department. If you are interested, please see the advertwhich contains all the relevant information. We would be grateful if you could circulate this information to colleagues that might be interested.
Royal Society webcasts of public lectures
Did you know that the Society webcasts all of its public lectures? Online shortly after the event, these lectures span a wide range of scientific and mathematical topics, and being aimed at a public audience, most are accessible for GCSE and A-level students. To start you off, have a look at Dr Stephen West's talk on DNA repair: protecting the blueprint for life, which can be found at: http://royalsociety.org/royalsociety.tv/. You can also find talks by people like Marcus du Sautoy, Bill Bryson, and many eminent scientists, including our President Sir Paul Nurse. 
Other events and resources of interest
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New online revision resource for students from O2 
O2learn.co.uk is a new website from O2, designed to celebrate the UK’s finest teaching and create a lasting learning resource that can help secondary students with their exams. O2 are encouraging teachers to upload videos of their best mini revision lessons on any subject (KS3 –A level or Vocational qualifications) to the e-learning hub.Students can then watch, comment on and learn from for free.  The site is moderated and it’s also structured according to subject and level. To thank the teachers, all their lessons are entered for the fortnightly prize of £2,000 for the teacher and £2,000 for their school.  The winning lessons will also then be in the running for the annual prize of £50,000 for the teacher and £100,000 for the school. This is a not for profit project from O2 and is part of their Think Big initiative to support young people. For more information, please visit the site or email Harriet at support@o2learn.co.uk 
 

Maths careers – endless opportunities
Maths Careers (www.mathscareers.org.uk) is a website that provides a single starting point for young people aged from 11–19 to find out where mathematics and statistics can lead. It aims to help them associate mathematics with the real world and features a wide range of people using mathematics in their work – from theatre design to climate change modelling and designing computer games, along with clear links to finding out more about the opportunities available with a mathematics qualification. 
A talented team of writers and educationalists, managed by the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications (IMA), has developed the themes of the site – I love maths, Environment, Health & Society, Business & Money, Entertainment, Science & Technology and Sport – into a range of materials that provide users with interesting and dynamic resources to enhance their understanding of mathematics and what careers a mathematical qualification can lead to. There are also sections for teachers and careers advisers with a wide range of downloadable resources, maths activities and quizzes, together with links to other great resources – all suitable for use in the classroom or at home to enthuse and inform about mathematics. 
 

ARKive - new teaching resources available
Suitable for 7 to 16 year olds, ARKive’s free fun-packed teaching resources cover a range of key science and biology subjects including: adaptation, food chains, Darwin and natural selection, classification, identification, conservation and biodiversity.
These teaching resources include: classroom presentations, activities and handouts, teachers' notes as well as links to ARKive species profiles and scrapbooks. Find out more at http://www.arkive.org/education/resources
 

Recent reports from the Institute of Physics
The Institute of Physics has published two education-related reports recently. The Classroom and Beyond looks at education support and activities and Love Physics – Pass on the Passion and Teach is a guide to physics teacher training. 
 

International Chemistry Competition
Entries are invited for an international competition for the best presentation by a student (from 14 years old to PhD student) on the solutions which chemistry can provide in any area of society, and which can be addressed to any audience.  Entries can be in a variety of formats (DVD, power-point, song, poster, photo-book, written document, etc.) and should be submitted electronically to the website below by 31 May 2011. For details of the national and international stages, and submission of entries, see the website: http://ecampus.chem.auth.gr/contests
For any queries, contact Professor D.J. Cardin at D.J.Cardin@Reading.ac.uk
 

2011 Primary Science Teacher Awards, sponsored by AZSTT and TTS, is now open 
There are 6 awards, recognising excellence in Primary Science Teaching.
Do you know of any excellent teachers of primary science?
Why not nominate them for one of these awards using either the on-line form or download the nomination form, complete it and send it to the Administrator of AZSTT, Sue Williams. Closing date 7 October 2011


